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A recent Mail and Guardian debate (May 3 to 9 2013) on social cohesion reflects some of the core 
nuances and contestation related to the construct and practice of active citizenship in South Africa’s 
young democracy. As a construct social cohesion has been generally lauded as a desirable ideal to 
attain as part of this democracy with some proponents emphasizing the recognition of humanity as 
non-negotiable, and unity as key in forming sustainable democracy. And yet, increasingly unstable 
configurations of social practice and periods of social crisis management such as xenophobic violence, 
violent service delivery protests, simmering racial tensions and increasing gender-based violence, 
continue to reflect not only the challenges facing such an ideal, but also perhaps inherent problems 
related to a common understanding of the construct of social cohesion itself. What questions should 
we be proposing about the current climate and bio-politics concerning social cohesion and citizenship 
in South Africa today? What spaces for disruption, resistance and transformative practices exist, if at 
all? How can a critical responsive psychology respond to these practices of hatred, disunity, mistrust, 
dissolution and resurgence? We invite theoretical and empirical contributions that respond to some 
of these issues and that emphasize the implications of their work with these broader socio-political 
issues. Contributions to the issue may focus on empirical research, theory, practice and personal 
reflections on challenges of social cohesion in the post-apartheid context and ways in which this 
may be forged and supported.  Contributions may be in the form of original articles, brief reports, 
community projects, personal reflections, and commentary.

Deadline for submissions: 31 March 2015

Kindly direct queries and submissions to the guest editors Malose Langa (Malose.Langa@wits.ac.za) 
and Peace Kiguwa (Peace.Kiguwa@wits.ac.za)

1 www.thepresidency.gov.za/docs/pcsa/social/social/part1.pd
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Insurgent citizenship? 
Social cohesion in 
post-apartheid South Africa

“The legacy of apartheid gives a particular and obvious 
racial slant to the question of social cohesion in SA, 
inflicting issues of poverty and class, linguistic, cultural, 
religious, inter-generational, gender, sexual, rural and 
urban differences. As a result we have inherited a society 
of multiple fragmentations. The challenge we face as a 
society is to build cohesion at the same time that we 
recognize, protect and give expression to difference.” 
(Department of Arts and Culture, Social cohesion and 
social justice in SA, 2012 report, p 13) .1




