
Contestations around what is African psychology 
and how psychologists might better theoretically 
situate themselves in African realities are not new. 
In his contribution to the debate, Dawes (1998) 
contended that “the nature of African psychology 
should not be determined a priori as different, 
simply by dint of its location on the African continent 
in African cultures”. Influenced by Paulin Hountondji, 
Moll (2002) argued that African psychology is both 
myth and reality. Arguing for a framework for an 
African-based psychology, Mkhize (2004) said his 
objection to Western-derived theoretical frameworks 
in psychology is that while these frameworks have 
some relevance for African societies, “they cannot 
be exclusively used to explain human needs across 
cultures and across time”.
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SA is however not the only place that has 
entertained discussions around African 
psychology. Similar disputes have taken place 
in other countries, specifically the United 
States of America. In fact, Cross (2009) asserted 
that African psychology is an invention by 
black intellectuals in the USA who were 
looking back to Africa for solutions to some 
of their problems. In light of this, an issue to 
be confronted is how critical psychologists 
might give birth to decolonised, postcolonial, 
African-situated conceptualisations and 
analyses without losing sight of international 
concerns that characterise psychology.

A prompt for this call by PINS (Psychology 
in society) is the view that the establishment 
of the Forum of African Psychology as a 
division of the Psychological Society of South 
Africa (PsySSA) has reignited some of the old 
hopes and frustrations about psychology. A 
growing swell for an African psychology is 
evident, in concert with calls for decolonising 
the discipline. However, among some teachers 
of psychology, therapists, researchers and 
students, the term African psychology 
continues to conjure ideas of a psychology not 
simply different from American psychology, 
but of knowledge that is not real psychology. 
Phlegmatic reactions to liberate psychology 
notwithstanding, the renewed calls for African-
centred psychological thought and practice 
offer an opportunity for critically-oriented 
scholars and practitioners to think about their 
own and others’ suspicions of and alienation 
from the idea of Africa, the hegemony of 
concepts mainly born out of conditions in 
USA and Western Europe, and what might 

African studies contribute to emancipatory 
psychologies and vice versa. And, although 
the old question about a psychology in Africa 
without Africa in psychology still cries out 
for radical and sophisticated resolution, new 
global and local problems press us to consider 
the diachronic prospects and limits of the 
discourse on African psychology.

The Special Issue calls for work aimed at 
contributing towards how to better grasp 
African realities and experiences through 
critical psychologies; how to help students, 
researchers, therapists and activists to 
engender a stronger position for critical 
psychological analyses within Africa and 
African studies; how to highlight the 
apparent points of convergence between 
psychology and other disciplines interested 
in Africa; and show how African studies 
might gain from radical postcolonial 
psychological analyses. 

Deadline for submissions: 31 October 2016

Contributions that respond to these issues 
and other pertinent ones are invited. 
Theoretical and conceptual papers are 
strongly encouraged, however contributions 
may focus on empirical research, practice and 
personal reflections. Contributions may take 
the form of original articles, brief reports, 
community projects, personal reflections, 
and commentary.

Kindly direct queries and submissions 
to the guest editor, Kopano Ratele at 
kopano.ratele@mrc.ac.zaDeadline for submissions:  31 October 2016
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